December 3, 2007

Dear George and Lilly,

I am just beginning to read the “course summary” on the Church in the 20th Century.  If I remember rightly, you teach at Jesuit High in Sacramento, but how is it that you have to retire at a certain age?  I thought the private schools and institutions were exempt from such restrictions.

Your upcoming trip to Honduras will be good for the both of you.  My parish is poor as you know, but the people are great.  Despite the poverty the people are very hospitable.  Many families live in mud houses that are falling down or with roofs that are more live sieves than shelters.  Here in town most people have cinder block houses with cement floors.  But without work for the majority, most of the young people try their fortune and venture to the United States.

In contrast, the beautiful Bay Islands are first class all the way.  After Belize, Honduras offers the best in snorkeling and diving.  The underwater scenery is without comparison.  Then too, there are the Copán Ruinas which rival the archeological sites in Mexico, Belize and Guatemala.  Other parts of Central America are also beautiful and you will have to make a few choices as where to go.  The International airport of La Ceiba is only 4 hours away from Bonito and you have rooms awaiting you here in my house.

My own work is pretty well restricted to running the parish.  Even though City Hall and many civic organizations want me to attend to their meetings, its almost impossible to find the time.  The social unrest of the 70’s and early 80’s has all disappeared.  But poverty and injustice are more firmly entrenched.  Our work in the parishes is primarily the formation of “base communities” (comunidades de base).  The motor group is the Consejo Eclesial Local and the pastoral agents are the “Delegados” and “Catequistas”.     Our Consejo Parroquial meets once a month as do each of the five Consejos Sectoriales.  The four areas of pastoral concern are> Youth, social ministry, catequesis  and family life.

During the 70’s and 80’s things were pretty difficult.  The Campesinos, the youth, the women, and the labor unions all had a hope of change.  The military repression was all pervasive.  The Church was branded as communist just for helping the poor.  Our Church in Olanchito was defaced with the words: “Embajada de Cuba”.  The kiosk of the central park was painted with the words: “Sea un patriota, mata un cura.”  When Negroponte was U.S. Ambassador of Honduras I was arrested for being a subversive and a communist, interrogated for three days and nights without food and only ½ glass of coffee.  Later on I discovered that my crime was helping the Xicaque Indians regain their titled land.

All in all, I have discovered over the years that U.S. foreign policy has nothing to do with justice and the American way of life.  Its all in the interests of Business.  Moreover, the U.S. foreign policy creates more problems than it solves.  The life of a campesino in Honduras has no value for a government of the First World.  The Church, ever since the Rockefeller Report of the 60’s came to light, is still seen as the greatest threat to U.S. dominance in Latin America.  The war of “baja intensidad” waged by the U.S. in Central America is so repugnant to my way of thinking that I wonder how we as a people can tolerate such atrocities.  

Here in Honduras Catholicism is the official religion and in the aftermath of the war against communism the church once again is highly respected by the civil authorities.  The military apparatus has been dismantled and the U.S. has imposed the new vision of Free Trade in a globalized world.  The cooperatives have sold their lands to the transnational interests and the poor in the mountains have sold out to the cattle interests.  Corruption is all pervasive.  Virtually all the trees have been cut down to make way for the cows.  All the natural resources have been sold to foreign interests.

With the disarticulation of all organized groups in society, most everyone has a cellular phone in their ear and a boom box at high volume.  The church has to compete with T.V. and the DVD phenomenon.  The pastoral activity of our diocese continues to focus on the Base Communities as the goal of all our apostolic endeavors.  Most pastoral agents adhere to “liberation theology” as being the only sensible interpretation of the Kingdom of God.  Somehow we have to live in a better world where everyone has enough to eat, a decent life and meaningful work.  It isn’t right that violence is justified only to maintain unjust social structures.

But I’ll save the rest for when you come.  You can stay for however long you wish.  February is the best month because of the agreeable weather.  The rest of the year is pretty hot and humid.  But come when you can.  Be sure to take in the Mayan ruins along the way and don’t forget the Bay Islands.

God bless!

Fr. Jack

